


In the past, the marsh fritillary (Euphydryas aurinia) lived 

throughout the Natura 2000 site Goričko. In 2018 and 

2019, as part of the project Gorička krajina, biologists 

revisited the formerly-known locations and other grassland 

habitats with its caterpillar food plant, the devil's-bit 

scabious (Succisa pratensis). The butterfly was present only 

in one location in the eastern part of Goričko. Because this 

remaining population is one of the last in northeastern 

Slovenia, the risk of local extinction is much greater. An 

estimation of the population size was conducted in 2019 by 

using the MRR (mark-release-recapture) method. Wet 

meadows are home to a hygrophilous ecotype, which is 

decreasing throughout Europe. Arguably, the main cause of 

decline is the land-use change. The marsh fritillary prefers 

nutrient-poor wet meadows with drier areas, where the 

devil's-bit scabious grows in rather short sward. In the past, 

such wet meadows were mown mosaically. Nowadays, the 

loss of a suitable habitat is a consequence of the changed 

species composition as a result of fertilization and 

premature and too frequent mowing. For the conservation of 

species it is important that the eggs or the caterpillar nest 

on the food plant are left untouched. As a result, the found 

caterpillar nests were marked in order to prevent 

unintentional damage to the nests during mowing. 

The key to a long-term conservation of the species is 

extensive grassland management, using sensitive 

approaches to the conservation of caterpillar nests. 

Similar measures are also being implemented abroad.

Gorička krajina 1 Large copper (Lycaena dispar) 
2 Dusky large blue (Phengaris nausithous) 
3 Clouded apollo (Parnassius mnemosyne) 


